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but this did not shake General Maude's confidence. Quite
apart from the intended Kussian offensive, Ms strategical
situation was satisfactory. He had cleared the right bank of
the enemy; he had punished him so severely that his strength
on the Tigris front was only about 10,300 rifles and 91 guns,
while his own force on the Tigris amounted to 46,000 rifles
and 174 guns. In these circumstances he could face the
future without apprehension.
After the success at Dahra, General Maude had complete
tactical freedom of manoeuvre on the right bank of the Tigris
as far as the Shumran Bend. Between the Shumran Bend
and Bughaila the enemy had about 1,300 rifles, 2 guns and
a few cavalry—a mere nothing with which to stem the
advance of the victorious 3rd Corps. However, rapid move-
ment was difficult because of the floods, and so long as
the British supply-ships could not come up the river beyond
Sannaiyat it was impossible for General Maude to maintain
a big advance towards, say, Bughaila, with the object of
cutting the enemy's line of communication with his battle
positions on the left bank. In other words, although
tactically General Maude had complete freedom of manoeuvre,
his ability to make use of that freedom was consi4erably
restricted by the administrative situation.
It was on the left bank that the enemy's army remained
in being; therefore, it was on the left bank that he could be
brought to a decisive battle. So far General Maude's
operations had had the effect of causing the Turks to disperse
their forces very widely—between Sannaiyat and Shumran
Their dispositions on the twenty-five miles of front which
they occupied on the left bank were as follows :—At Sannai-
yat, 3,000 rifles and 19 guns; between Sannaiyat and Kut,
1,100 rifles and 6 guns; on the Kut and Shumran peninsula,
4,500 rifles and 60 guns, and between Shumran and Bughaila,
400 rifles and 60 guns. It was obvious that in this widely-
extended front there were several weak spots, but the front
as a whole was "covered" by the flooded river—a very
formidable obstacle to the attackers.
It was equally obvious that the best chance of achieving
a comparatively inexpensive success was simultaneously to
operate against the two extremes of the enemy's attenuated
line—thereby preventing Mm from quickly concentrating "his
force at either point.
General Maude decided, therefore, to assault the San
naiyat position—which by reason of the enemy's heavy

